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SUBJECT: UN PEACEKEEPING - DOD RECALL OF LT. COL. JAMES 
L. RABDAU, SENIOR US/UNTSO OBSERVER 

1 . USYG WILLIAM BUFFUM (US) ON APRIL 22 EXPRESSED TO AMB 
BENNETT AND MISOFFS UN CONCERN OVER "PRECIPITOUS ACTION" TAKEN 
BY DOD IN RECALLING LT. COL. RABDAU FROM DAMASCUS. ACCORDING 
TO BUFFUM. RECALL OF RABDAU PRIOR TO EXPIRATION OF HIS UNTSO 
TOUR IN JULY RESULTED FROM MINOR PERSONAL CLASH BETWEEN 
RABDAU AND A CANADIAN LIEUTENANT COLONEL WITH UN WHILE 
RABDAU WAS ON LEAVE. CANADIAN REPORTEDLY WENT TO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS TO COMPLAIN TO AMBASSADOR ABOUT RABDAU'S 
BEHAVIOR; BASED ON THIS AND SUBSEQUENT INVESTIGATION BY 
UNTSO OPERATIONS OFFICER (ACTING IN US RATHER THAN UN 
CAPACITY). RABDAU WAS RECALLED BY DOD. UN QUESTIONS WHETHER 
ALL FACTS WERE KNOWN PRIOR TO ROBDAU'S RECALL. 

2. BUFFUM QUESTIONED PROCEDURES EMPLOYED BY USG IN RECALLING 
RABDAU. MAIN CONCERN WAS THAT INCIDENT WAS NOT BROUGHT TO 
ATTENTION OF UNTSO CHIEF OF STAFF ERSKINE IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
US EMBASSY LEARNED OF MATTER. BUFFUM SAID UN EXPECTED 
RABDAU'S HASTY RECALL TO HAVE SERIOUS NEGATIVE IMPACT ON 
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ADDED THAT UN ASSESSMENT OF RABDAU'S PERFORMANCE, AT 
HEADQUARTERS AND IN THE FIELD, IS THAT RABDAU WAS AN 
OUTSTANDING MILITARY COMMANDER AND AN EXPERIENCED UN OBSERVER. 

BUFFUM ASKED FINALLY THAT US RECONSIDER AND RETURN RABDAU 
TO UNTSO SOONEST. 

3. REQUEST GUIDANCE FROM DEPARTMENT ON HOW TO REPLY TO 
UN ON CERCERNS EXPRESSED BY BUFFUM, AS WELL AS APPROPRIATE 
INFORMATION ON REASONS FOR RABDAU'S RECALL. 
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